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they were taken prisoners, and having a thorough knowledge of the Arabic language, he pleaded their joint cause so effectually, that the chief not only liberated the whole party, but forced presents upon them in compensation for their inconvenient detention*
The most interesting, if not the most remarkable incident, which occurred to Meer Hadjee Shah in his journey through life, remains to be told. The story has been so often related by his own lips, that I think there will be little diflieulty in repeating it here from memory. It may be deemed prolix, yet I should not do justice by a farther abridgement.
FATIMA'S HISTORY
c Fatima was the daughter of Sheikh Mahumud,1 an Arab, chief of a tribe, dwelling in the neighbourhood of Yumen, who was a wealthy man, and much esteemed amongst his people. His wife died when Fatima, their only child, was but six years old, and two years after her father also was taken from this world, leaving his whole estate and possessions to his daughter, and both to the guardianship of his own
brother, Sheikh------, who was tenderly attached to the little
girl, and from whom she received the fostering care of parental solicitude.
' This uncle was married to a lady of no very amiable temper, who seized every opportunity of rendering the orphan daughter of his brother as comfortless as possible, but her uncle's affection never slackened for an instant, and this consoled her whenever she had trials of a domestic nature to distress her meek spirit.
4 When Fatirna had reached her sixteenth year, an eligible match being provided by her uncle, it was intended to be immediately solemnized ; for which purpose her uncle went over to Yumen to make preparations for the nuptials, where he expected to be detained a few days ; leaving with his niece the keys of all his treasuries, whether of money or jewels.
4 On the very day of his departure from home, a brother of his wife's arrived at the mansion, and required, in Fatima's
1 Shaikh